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The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a
patriotic veterans organization.
Focusing on service to veterans,
servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a
group of war-weary veterans of
World War I into one of the most
influential nonprofit groups in
the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts
sprang up across the country. Today, membership stands at over 2.4 million in
14,000 posts worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one
each for the 50 states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France,
Mexico and the Philippines. Post 177 was chartered in October of 1919.
Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in
America, won hundreds of benefits for veterans and produced many important
programs for children and youth.

Our Mission
The American Legion is a patriotic veterans organization devoted to mutual
helpfulness. It is the nation’s largest wartime veterans service organization,
committed to mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome programs in
our communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong national
security, and continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers and veterans.
Hundreds of local American Legion programs and activities strengthen the nation one community at a time. American Legion Baseball is one of the nation’s most successful amateur athletic programs, educating young people
about the importance of sportsmanship, citizenship and fitness. The Operation
Comfort Warriors program supports recovering wounded warriors and their
families, providing them with "comfort items" and the kind of support that
makes a hospital feel a little bit more like home. The Legion also raises millions
of dollars in donations at the local, state and national levels to help veterans
and their families during times of need and to provide college scholarship opportunities.
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Commanders Message
Comrades,
First of all, I personally want to thank each and every one of you for making last
year a great year for Post 177 in several ways, especially membership, which was over
100%. Let us continue to actively recruit new members, and if any current member
would like to sponsor a fellow veteran, who may have a financial hardship with paying
their dues, please consider helping a fellow comrade out. If you would like to do this,
please let Adjutant Kitson know. As you all well know, Post 177 has a long history of
successfully serving veterans, and our community since 1919. As the American Legion
and Post 177 prepare for its 100th anniversary next year, let us remember the four
pillars of the American Legion, which are:
a. Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
b. National Security
c. Americanism
d. Children and Youth
I commit to you that Post 177 is a place where veterans and guests are appreciated, veterans issues are supported, and veterans can continue serving their country by
serving their community. Post 177 membership meetings are held at 1900 hours on
the first Thursday of each month, with refreshments beginning at 1800 hours. Please
come and see what good things “your” post is doing for our veterans and community.
As your Commander, I am truly honored to be a part of what we are doing here at
Post 177, and our success could not be possible without each and every one of you!
Thank You!
“For God and Country”
Commander David J. Katzfey
O’Brien Post 177
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2nd Vice-Commander’s Report
Comrades, We have had a very good year for our post, with our membership numbers up and steady attendance at our monthly meetings. I would like to encourage all
new members and those who have not made it to a meeting in a while to make an
effort to attend one in the near future. We strive to provide a nice meal and
beverages at no cost to our members before the formal meeting each month and offer
the war stories for free also. Come and make some new friends or catch up with your
old ones.
This year at Eureka Days I am glad to report that we had net proceeds of $1,100 with
the sale of the raffle tickets and the generosity of Walmart who donated the $500 gift
certificate. Thank-you to all members who made the effort to purchase and sell the
tickets. Our top seller was Commander Katzfey who sold 114 tickets with honorable
mention going to Roy Combs who sold 90.
Our annual Christmas Party will be held on Friday, 8th of December at the community
center. Doors will open at 6pm with snacks, beer, and soda provided (BYOB). Dinner
served around 7pm and there will be live entertainment.
We will be charging $7.50 a plate and will be selling raffle tickets for door prizes and
having a 50/50 drawing as well. Please RSVP to Joe Olson at 636-222-2414 two weeks
in advance of the party so we can have everything in place for the catering.
Tim Dougherty 2nd Vice Commander

Finance Officer’s Report
As a post, we can be proud of the support we provide to individuals and various
veterans organizations. During the past twelve months our post has provided support
to the following Veterans Organizations:
• Scholarships - Samantha Buchanan
• Missouri Boys State - Joe Kruessel
• Heroes Care
• Inter-Veterans Memorial
• Jefferson Barracks Food Pantry
• USO of Missouri
• YMCA of the Ozarks
• Eureka Veterans Memorial
In addition to support provided to organizations, throughout the year the Post
provided assistance to several individuals.
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Post 177 Color Guard Activities
Christmas Party 2016 – Marty O’Fallon, Ron Kurtz, George Finn, and Gregg Kitson.
Commander Katzfey led the program and the POW/MIA Ceremony was provided by
Ron Kurtz.
May – Eureka High School Alumni Luncheon – Marty O’Fallon and Gregg Kitson presented the colors.
June 17 – Elks Veterans Standdown – Raise Colors Rich Sax and Mark Schmiedeskamp,
Rifle salute George Finn, Ron Kurtz and Gregg Kitson. POW/MIA Ron Kurtz. Frank Ruffino photos.
June 28 – Presented colors at a O’Brien Post 177 Senior team baseball game. Marty
O’Fallon, David Katzfey, Ron Kurtz, Tim Dougherty and Gregg Kitson. Frank Ruffino photos.
July 4th – Raised the colors for the Independence Day celebration. Commander Katzfey,
Joe Olson, Tim Dougherty, Michelle Rickets, Rich Sax, and Gregg Kitson. Frank Ruffino
took photos
Sept 8 – Raised the colors for the Eureka Days Events. Tim Dougherty and Gregg Kitson.
Marty O’Fallon took pictures.
Sept 9 – Eureka Days Parade -Marty O’Fallon, David Katzfey, Bud Lowe, Tim Dougherty,
Michelle Ricketts and Gregg Kitson all carried flags or rifles.
Message – The post is looking for members to join the Color Guard. The post will provide the uniform, but you must be able to march and handle a rifle for rifle salutes, the
post will provide all training needed.

O’Brien Post 177

Defense POW/MIA Accounting
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency's mission is to provide the fullest possible
accounting for our missing personnel from past conflicts to their families and the nation. Within this mission, we search for missing personnel from World War II (WWII),
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, the Gulf Wars, and other recent
conflicts. Our research and operational missions include coordination with hundreds of
countries and municipalities around the world.
At present, more than 83,000 Americans remain missing from WWII, the Korean War,
the Vietnam War, the Cold War, and the Gulf Wars/other conflicts. Out of the 83,000
missing, 75% of the losses are located in the Asia-Pacific, and over 41,000 of the missing
are presumed lost at sea (i.e. ship losses, known aircraft water losses, etc.).


WWII



Korean War

7,717



Vietnam War

1,602



Cold War



Iraq & Other Conflicts

72,978

126

6

The American Legion is committed to achieving a full accounting of all POW/MIAs
from the Gulf War, Vietnam War, Cold War, Korean War and World War II. This
means returning living POWs, the repatriation of their remains, or finding convincing
evidence why neither of these is possible.

NATIONAL POW - MIA MEMORIAL
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Books by Members
For a Time We Were Titans is the memoir of an
LRP/Ranger in Vietnam. It follows ten GIs from
their arrival at the LRP compound in Ban Me
Thuot in October 1968 to the authors return
home in September 1969. It shows that those
that last can grow from raw recruits, to Titans,
leaders that serve as mentors and role models
for those that came after them.
This is the war as a LRP saw it. LRPs were the
Long Range Patrol units that served as the eyes
and ears of the infantry, who were dropped into
enemy territory and given the responsibility of
finding the hiding places of an elusive foe. It is
not the story of massive battles and strategic
operations, but rather depicts actual contacts
between four and five man LRP Teams and
unknown numbers of North Vietnamese or
Vietcong.

In a gritty personal account written by author
Terry M. Sater, a sailor who manned automatic weapons during the Vietnam War, The
Nightmare of the Mekong depicts the intense
combat on the rivers, streams, and canals of
the Mekong Delta. Utilizing official summaries, Operation Reports, and military historical
records, Sater weaves together an intensely
personal history of the war that provides a
vivid picture of the savage fighting that took
place between Viet Cong guerrillas and the
U.S. Navy.

O’Brien Post 177

Post 177Auxiliary
O’Brien Post 177 Auxiliary Unit was chartered in 1946, 71 years ago and currently
has 15 members, most of them are 80+ years old and no longer able to continue
with what it takes to be a functional Auxiliary Unit of the American Legion. These
are wives and daughters of members and deceased members of the post, a few of
them have been members of the Auxiliary for more than 50 years. They are a very
important part of what made our post what it is today.
We need your help, do you have a mother, wife, daughter, granddaughter that
would like to support veterans, please encourage them to join Auxiliary Unit 177,
The American Legion. The dues are $20.00 a year. The following are the current
members with their years of service.
President – Alice Weber 15 years
Secretary – Ruby Pemberton 67 years
Treasurer – Elsie Becker 14 years
Dee Savory - 69 years
Jean Hawkins -67 years
Wanda Wade – 59 years
Barbara Ponder – 55 years
Ada Wilson – 55 years
Diane Mertz – 49 years
Margaret Upshaw – 36 years
Rosemary Rodenbaugh – 13 years
Laura Frisella- 2 years
Lora Lenhart – 2 years
New members
Judy Kitson
Carolyn Olson
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Take Me Out to the Ballgame!
2017 Season Overview, Eureka Post 177 AAA
Final Record: 22-11
Accomplishments:
•

District 10 Regular Season Champions,

•

District 10 Tournament Champions
GM - Ron Muse
Head Coach Varsity - Cam Phillips
Asst. Head Coach Varsity - John Burton
Head Coach JV - Connor Pahl
Asst, Head Coach JV - Alex Wolters
Individual Accomplishments: Lucas Kunkel – District 10 MVP, District ERA Champion; Cam Phillips – District 10 Manager of the Year
Eureka Post 177’s 2017 varsity team continued to build on the success of the 2016
team, capturing the District 10 Regular Season and Tournament Championships for
the second consecutive year. Team holdovers Connor Quick (Rockwood Summit/
North Central CC), Austin Sims (Rockwood Summit/Central Methodist University),
Baylor Talcott (Eureka HS), and Jacob Reinkemeyer (Eureka HS) led the team with
experience and paced the lineup for the squad. Newcomers Michael Molengraft,
Jacob Wurtz, and Adam Lackey, all from Eureka HS, were stalwarts in the everyday
lineup. The pitching staff was led by Lucas Kunkel (Eureka HS), Reinkemeyer, Noah
Baker (Eureka HS), Noah Wolters (Eureka HS), and Jacob Schneider (Eureka HS),
who held opponents to 17 runs during an 8-game win streak early in the year. Will
Wood and Graham Hastings, of Eureka, held down everyday positions at 2B and CF,
respectively as juniors on the team.
Post 177 will look for the 3-peat in District 10 starting next May. We are excited
about the talent of our players entering the program, and look forward to continuing our great history as a powerhouse program in the St. Louis area.
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Special Recognition
We would like to welcome our New members and honor some of our long standing
members. In previous newsletters we proudly gave you the names of members with
40+ or 50+ years of continuous membership. Please honor the following members that
have paid their dues to The American Legion for 30-40 continuous years.

New Members

30-40 Continuous Years

Edward Bielicki USN WW2
Michael Frances USMC Gulf
William Graham USAF Gulf
Charles Hinde USA Gulf Active
John Hylla USN Vietnam
Jon Ingenthron USN Lebanon
Era
Dale Janish USA Vietnam
Mark Lackey USN Vietnam
David Lehmkuhl USA Vietnam
Edward McClanahan USA Gulf
Amber Paris USA Gulf Active

Wes Becker 31
Don Ford 36
Harold Goodmon 37
Robert Higgins 33
Michael Jeffries 39
Leo Lazarz 39
Sam Ramano 30
Frank Ruffino 34
Chris Weber 39

Member
Robert Cline
Joy Drewel
Ned Nugent
Larry Pelts
Wayne Pemberton
Kenneth Rhoads
Clarence Weber

Active Duty in 2017
John Whitaker
Air National Guard , Kuwait and
Qatar, January until July

Years a Member
23
32
2
23
58
60
16

Branch
USA
USA
USA
USMC
USMC

"It has pleased Almighty God, the Great Commander, to summon to the immortal legions our
beloved comrades, and Whereas, We humbly bow to the will of Divine Providence, while ever
cherishing in our hearts the memory of distinguished service to our country and outstanding
contributions to American Legion comradeship”

O’Brien Post 177
The American Legion
PO Box 177
Eureka, MO 63025
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